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Results of a Two Year Survey on Muskies
by Een Reinleld

Du‘;ﬂaﬁg the Musky seasons of 1974 and 1975 I kept a record
of various conditions that occurred when 1 caught, or didn't
catch, Muskies. A firm called DataSport asked me to note the
wind direction, the cloud conditions, time of day, water
temperature, depth, relation to Solunar tables, the phase of the
moon, baits, depth the bait was working when a fish was
caught, color of the bait, line test and color, speed of presen-
tation, and hours fished. DOES THAT SO COMPLETE?
and like a lot of work? Yes to both questions! But it left me with
some very strong beliefs concerning Musky fishing,

1. Solunar tables. We found about half the fish caught came
during a suggested solunar period, about half didn't. Make
your own conclusion.

2. Wind direction. This has to do with a combination of
conditons which occur at the same time, but a southwest wind
produced best-BY FAR! Next best was south: then , believe it
or not, east. Northwest was the absolute worst.

3. Weather conditions. Low clouds, drizzle, dark days were
dynamite.

4. Line. The lightest line possible that you could use which
would endure the continued casting. It also had to have
enough strength and limited stretch which would allow us to
setthe hook pr%p_aerly. StrenMod 2 in 25 pound test was almost
ideal. Dacron frayed and needed repeated trimming. Nylon
had a lot of resistance in the water. I did prefer Dacron iri the
fall but I still use the Stren in summer.

5. Color. It depended on the day and conditions. On “tou%h”
dafyg the colormeant a lot. I believe you have tomatch the color
to the baitfish that the Musky feeds on. Most lakes I fished the
}())rﬁyﬁshwasPerch. ANDYE) 'WPRODUCED FARBETTER

THOSE LAKES ON “TOUGH” DAYS! On “good” days-
warm, rainy, dark giismth a Southwest wind colormade NO
DIFFERENCE AT | Take it from there.

6. Speed. During the spri.n% a medium to slow retrieve
roduced best whetherwe used divers, bucktails, orwhatever.
e best Summer retrieves were as fast as we could bring the
bait back to the boat. LET ME TELL YOU THAT HARD RK
PAY'S OFF! That fast retrieve may be tiring but it will produce.
Thebest method we found was t6 crank the divers back on the
outside edge of the weedbeds most of the time during the
summer with one caster tossing a shallow running bait up on
top of the weeds. :

7. Depth. This de%(;nded on the weather. On sunny days the
Muskies would either be in the thick weeds or they would be
atthe deep edge of the weedbedsjust where the dropoffs would
begin. Most of the time this was 10 to 15 feet. On good” days
there would be more Muskies “up” on the weeds and the fish
on the edges of the weedbeds would be shallow- 4 to 8 feet or
so. In the fall the rockbars would produce Muskies in the
shallow water on windy days, but they were deg_}l)er on clear
days. I'm sure there are a lot of BIG Muskies that also suspend
and chase Ciscoes and whitefish around some of the deeper
lakes. I'm still learning a lot about that. T

8. The last thing I'll mention was {)roductivity. Over two years
inall conditions mﬁboat landed alegal Musky (30 inches’then)
foreach 7 and one halfhoursfished. That included eightlegals
in one day with Doctor Nielson and several “three and four
Muskgldays with otherclients. 'msureyou're alrea(}yﬁguﬁng
what that meant to some of my other days. I still follow the
Battems that were determined by thisresearch and, I sincerely




The calendar says that summer is finally here, but for
some reason I think I'm fishing the end of September.,
Surface water temperatures were up to 75 degrees by
mid-June, but as we headed into summer, water temps

With a late ice out this spring and the cool temps of
June, we are running a good week or two behind
normal, so July should be one of the best fish producing
months of the year,

Alder Lake has an excellent growth of new weeds and
produced some nice fish in June in the early morning
and late in the day. Daytime fishing has been slow
decause of the clear water, In July this lake should be

awn and Stone Lakes were both active producers of
‘appie in June, including a $1000 tagged crappie for
uss Sleight of Manitowish Waters. Both lakes have an
<cellent growth of new weeds and some nice walleye
ere being taken in Fawn on ji%s and leeches. In July
iese lakes are good producers o musky and largemouth
1ss. If you're looking for panfish, give these lakes a try
.July. Fish in the cabbage, with wax worms or small
irden worms.

ild Rice Lake is a good lake for bluegill and an
casional crappie in July. The lake has an excellent
)pulation of both, Largemouth bass have been Very
tive in the cabbage weeds and should continue to be
July. If you're looking for walleye, use leeches
spended on a slip bobber or 1/16-ounce jigs and a
:chin 10 to 12 feet of water on the outside edges of the
:eds. The small rock bar on the east end is also a good
dleye area in the evening. Bucktails have been
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roducing sotne musky action, but remember the size
imit is 40", .

Manitowish Lake was slow for walleye in June, but |
look for this lake to really turnon inJuly. Theweedsjust

Little Star is again producin% some nice walleye in the
wood along the south shore o the western bay. Use 1 /
16-ounce weedless Jigs tipped with a night crawler.
Smallmouth are always active along the shoreline rock
bars during July using live bait or artificial.

Rest Lake was producing walleye the early part of June,
in the wood, but action has been slow lately. In July
walleye action should pick-up again in the wood and
also on the cribs and rock barsin 15 to 25 feet. Leeches
work, but night crawlers always seem to work better.
This lake also has an excellent population of 3-pound-

walleye. Also the cabbage in the north bay and the
cabbage and coontail around the small island just out
from the boat landing.

Dead Pike Lake is an excellent walleye and musky lake
in July. Fish the drowned wood along the southwest
shore with leeches and weedless jigs and also the weeds
by the inlet area of Dead Pike Creek for walleye. The
weeds just out from the bull rushes along the west and
north shores are also excellent areas for walleye and an
occasional northern. Ifyou're looking for musky I'would
fish the deep south shoreline, and make an extra pass
or two by the entrance area of the bay, by Dead Pike
Creek. The sharp drop to deep water just out from the
cabbage weed along the west and north shores is also
prime musky habitat.

Good luck and Take a kid fishing,

Rel
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June fishing has been spotty to good and this is a
normal pattern for this time of the year. In most cases,
however, it’s the fisherman rather than the fish that is
at fault. Fish actually need more to eat in the warm
waters of July. The problem is that, except for cloudy
days, most fishermen are out at the wrong time of day.
Sunrise and sunset are the times most fish are actively
feeding, not during the long sunny days of July. So, if
you want more fishing action, try these low-light peri-
ods.

And now for the lake reports:

White Sand Lake is a clear-water lake and definitely
falls into the low-light category when choosing your
fishing time. Good musky action is being found in two
major areas of the lake. First, the big sand bar in the
center of the lake. It's a large area and easy to find and
as easy to fish. Try bucktails up on top of the bar (7 ft.
to 101t.). If you don’t have action, try diving baits on the
break line and deep water around the bar. The same
situation prevails on the large bar to the east end of the
lake. Both places can be fished with the same type of
patterns. Black, brown and white bucktails work the
best. Stay away from the fluorescent colors on this lake.
Walleye action has been good in the weedbed out in front
°f the old Milo Lodge Resort. Slip-bobber and leeches
save been working the best.

Ballard Lake is a great place to take a kid for the day.

It has agood population of crappie and bluegillsthat can

be found around most any cabbage beds in 8- to 10 ft.
of water. Ballard has been producing lots of musky
action on bucktails with orange spinner blades. Also,
crankbaits in a perch pattern have been working well,

Many of these fish have been 40" or less, but several fish

in the 45" class are showing up. It's just a good all-
around lake to fish.

Star Lake is also a good all-around lake except it
produces much larger fish - trophy muskies, good-size
walleye and northern pike have all been quite active. In
addition, Star also has a good population of smallmouth
bass and not many people fish for them. For best walleye
or northern pike action, try the weedbeds out in front of
Rizzo's Resort - also fish to'the south of Pine Island in the
deep grass. These areas have been producing good
musky action. It’s another clear-water lake, so stay
away from the bright glowing colors. Star has lots of
deep rockbars. Leeches and nightcrawlersfished around
ghese areas will produce good catches of smallmouth

ass. :
Big Lake has been producing lots of musky and walleye
action. For walleye try the weedbeds on the moss bar

Just out from the landing or the weeds to the left and
right of the entrance to Papoose Bay on the northwest
end. Slip bobbers with leeches work great. Musky have

_been active in these same areas as well.

Upper Gresham Lake has been producing lots of large-
mouth bass action on minnows. Musky have also been
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active despite the many cold fronts the end of June.
Black bucktails have been producing the best.

Round and Little Crooked Lakes are two small lakes
that can produce alot of musky actioninJuly. Excellent
weed cover, particularly the submergent es is the
primary factor in fishing either lake. Work the outer
weed edges around the entire lake, Both lakes have a
good population of panfish, and you may also catch an
occasional walleye or northern as well.

Big Trout Lake produced some excellent walleye and
musky fishing in June. In July walleye are typically
found in the 15'to 35' range. Work the many weed and
%ravel humps with leeches or night crawlers. If you're
ooking for a trophy walleye this lake is superb, espe-
cially in early morning or late evening. The lake is also
a good choice if you're looking for that tro hy
musky...fish in thé 40-pound class. Muskie often
suspend in July, and usually deep fishing is a must.
Weighted bucktails orjerkbaits and deep -running crank
baits are very helpful for working the sharp drop-offs.
However, large fish have also been taken on surface
lures and shallow-running bucktails and crank or twitch
baits over shallower structure in the evening hours.

Remember, whatever the season, practice catch and
release all year "round!

Towm

Dick PeTeERSON - SUN PRARIE - 17# 44" - 6/26/92

Musky fishing in the area has really been great this past
month; even with the unstable weather patterns, the
musky have been very active. All the fronts that have
passed through and even the bad wind - east wind -
which usually is when you catch the least, has not put
a damper on musky activitly. Instead of seeing a lot of
follow-ups, I'm expen‘encin% ess follows and more strikes.
Some days, you just don'f see any follows and then it
seems as though someone throws on the switch and
BANG!, there’s one strike after another. Just todayIhad
agreat double header right about noon - my client had a great

(Continued on page 5)
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It's July and summer is in full gear. With vacations started

and families up to enjoy the north country, it's time tofind out
\g}here the fish are biting and the easiest ways of catching
€11,

With our late spring it seems, to me anyway, that we are
running about a week and a half behind our usual summer
fishing patterns. Weed growth was slow in many of our lakes
and tended to confuse us from time to time.

PANFISH ACTION IS HOT

How about that $1000 fish caught on the Manitowish chain!
A crappie worth that kind of money would make anyone go
after those fighting calico critters. Throughout the entire
Flambeau area crappies have been biting well. Good catches
on Moss Lake, Buckskin, Squirrel and Squaw Lakes have
been reported and my boat took some dandies on Moss Lake
just afew days ago. Spot fishing them seems to be the ticket.
Tiny marabou jigs, split shot and small hooks with minnows,
and jigs with tubes seem to be three choices that eventually
corner these guys. Watch for the new green cabbage beds and
coontail and you cant go wrong. Noticed the traffic on
Gunlock Lake was down a little, but know of several guys
taking nice catches of crappies and bluegills from there, too.

‘BASS FISHING: SURFACE BAITS

These hot July nights are the time to start night fishing for big
bass. The old stand-by, the Jitter-Bug, will conquer the wisest
bass in the pond. During the day we have been trying spinner
baits and plastic worm combinations with success. Don't be
afraid to try different combinations as some days one will
definitely work better than on others. Smallmouth bass have
been active on Big Crawling Stone on the rocks. Small jigs
with plastic or, when they want live-bait, leeches are putting
these little fellows in the boat. Remember the fun you have in
catching them and release more than you keep. Crankbaits
like the “Hot-Craws” by Rebel will dig a few larger bass from
those rocks.

NORTHERN PIKE: FAST ACTION!

The entire Lac du Flambeau Chain is going crazy right now
with Northern pike. For a live-bait presentation nothing beats
the jig and minnow combination. Redtail chubs and an
orange 1/8-oz Slo-Poke slithered through the weedbeds
tendstobe an unresistable morselfor Mr. Pike. Looking for big
northerns? Head over to Fence Lake and scout out the
cabbage beds. Squirrel Lake has been popping nice pike in
the last few weeks, too.

STUBBORN JULY WALLEYES

Walleyes are still very catchable inJuly, but once in awhile we
have to administer some new tactics. Dayinand day out weed
walleyes can be found, but it takes time. With the summer
temperatures hot, now they will be found in the deeper water
during daytime periods. Let’s introduce a technique that we
use a lot in our tournament fishing. The use of BOTTOM-

- electric motors or let-
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By Hee or’
Manrrowise WATERS
CAUGHT THIS
4 3/4# WALLEYE
WHILE FISHING ON
UrpeEr GRESHAM.

BOUNCERS and live
bait snells. Don't let
that word bottom-
bouncer bother you,
it's just a very refined
AL

oing is worki eep
water(20-45 feet) and
either slowly
backtrolling with our

ting the wind drift us
over these areas and
searching for active schools of walleyes. By using a heavy
enough bottom-bouncer you can almost fish vertically and at
all times will be on the bottom where the fish are. Long line
snells (48-60 inches) will keep your live bait(minnows,
leeches, or crawlers) in the fish zone. Be a little different than
most and try something different. I'll bet it works for you as
it does for me. Ideal lakes for this method would be Fence,
Pokegama, Flambeau, Big Crawling Stone, White Sand
and the deeper water of Squirrel Lake.

HOT SUMMER MUSKIES

By this time the muskies are pretty well staged in their
summer patterns and success is fairly good. My best bait
choices for this time of year would be surface baits (Mouldy
Hawg-Wobblers, Bauer's Creepers, or Gooche's Tally-
Wackers). Work them slowly and wait for the exploding hit!!!
Try some large crank-baits and work them slowly over the
weed tops. Bucktails are still good producers all summer

long.

Try night fishing for Mr. Esox if you really want some
excitement. Having a 25-1b-plus brute hit at boat-side when
it's black outside will definitely put some heart-pounding in
the boat. Lake choices would be most of the Flambeau chain,
especially Pokegama, Flambeau, Long-Interlocken, Big
Crawling Stone, and Fence. Buckskin and Squaw are two
lakes that are sleepers when it comes to muskies, so get out
there. Don't forget White Sand as it holds some beautiful
“TIGER” muskies and BIG ones!

Don't forget that even though it may be a hot July there still
can be a lot of good fishing - it’s just a matter of planning the
species you're after and working at it. The more time you
spend on the water, the better it gets.

Dan CANNAUGHTY oF HARRY'S SPORT SHOP PRESENTS RUSS SLEIGHT WITH
A $1000 CHECK FOR THE TAGGED CRAPPIE THAT HE CAUGHT IN THE ZEBCO
ToURNAMENT WHILE MARTY PAPKE, A ZEBCO REPRESENTATIVE, LOOKS ON.
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June fishing has been spotty to good and this is a
normal pattern for this time of the year. In most cases,
however, it’s the fisherman rather than the fish that is
at fault. Fish actually need more to eat in the warm
waters of July. The problem is that, except for cloudy
days, most fishermen are out at the wrong time of day.
Sunrise and sunset are the times most fish are actively
feeding, not during the long sunny days of July. So, if
you want more fishing action, try these low-light peri-
ods.

And now for the lake reports:

White Sand Lake is a clear-water lake and definitely
falls into the low-light category when choosing your
fishing time. Good musky action is being found in two
major areas of the lake. First, the big sand bar in the
center of the lake. It's a large area and easy to find and
as easy to fish. Try bucktails up on top of the bar (7 ft.
to 10 ft.). If you don't have action, try diving baits on the
break line and deep water around the bar. The same
situation prevails on the large bar to the east end of the
lake. Both places can be fished with the same type of
patterns. Black, brown and white bucktails work the
best. Stay away from the fluorescent colors on this lake.
Walleye action has been good in the weedbed out in front
°f the old Milo Lodge Resort. Slip-bobber and leeches
<dave been working the best.

Ballard Lake is a great place to take a kid for the day.
Ithas a good population of crappie and bluegills that can
be found around most any cabbage beds in 8- to 10 ft.
of water. Ballard has been producing lots of musky
action on bucktails with orange spinner blades. Also,
crankbaits in a perch pattern have been working well.
Many of these fish have been 40" or less, but several fish
in the 45" class are showing up. It's just a good all-
around lake to fish.

Star Lake is also a good all-around lake except it
produces much larger fish - trophy muskies, good-size
walleye and northern pike have all been quite active. In
addition, Star also has a good population of smallmouth
bass and not many people fish for them. For best walleye
or northern pike action, try the weedbeds out in front of
Rizzo’s Resort - also fish to the south of Pine Island in the
deep grass. These areas have been producing good
musky action. It's another clear-water lake, so stay
away from the bright glowing colors. Star has lots of
deep rockbars. Leeches and nightcrawlers fished around
éhese areas will produce good catches of smallmouth
ass.
Big Lake has been producing lots of musky and walleye
action. For walleye try the weedbeds on the moss bar
just out from the landing or the weeds to the left and
right of the entrance to Papoose Bay on the northwest
end. Slip bobbers with leeches work great. Musky have
been active in these same areas as well.

Upper Gresham Lake has been producing lots of large-
mouth bass action on minnows. Musky have also been
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active despite the many cold fronts the end of June.
Black bucktails have been producing the best.

Round and Little Crooked Lakes are two small lakes
that can produce a lot of musky action inJuly. Excellent
weed cover, particularly the submergent tIs{ipes is the
primary factor in fishing either lake.  Work the outer
weed edges around the entire lake. Both lakes have a
good population of panfish, and you may also catch an
occasional walleye or northern as well.

Big Trout Lake produced some excellent walleye and
musky fishing in June. In July walleye are typically
found in the 15' to 35' range. Work the many weed and
gravel humps with leeches or night crawlers. If you're
ooking for a trophy walleye this lake is superb, espe-
cially in early morning or late evening. The lake is also
a good choice if you're looking for that trophy
musky....fish in the 40-pound class. Muskie often
suspend in July, and usually deep fishing is a must.
Weighted bucktails orjerkbaits and deep-running crank
baits are very helpful for working the sharp drop-offs.
However, large fish have also been taken on surface
lures and shallow-running bucktails and crank or twitch
baits over shallower structure in the evening hours.

Remember, whatever the season, practice catch and
release all year 'round!

Tom

Dick PETERSON - Sun PrARE - 17# 44" - 6/26/92

Musl%r fishing in the area has really been great this past
month; even with the unstable weather patterns, the
musky have been very active. All the fronts that have
passed through and even the bad wind - east wind -
which usually is when you catch the least, has not put
a damper on musky activity. Instead of seeing a lot of
follow-ups, I'm experiencing less follows and more strikes.
Some days, you just don't see any follows and then it
seems as though someone throws on the switch and
BANG!, there’s one strike after another. Just today I had
agreat double headerright about noon - my client had agreat

(Continued on page 5)
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“Dad said we should
clean house while he
was out fishing. We've
got some real specials!”
PLAAO
" %M TackLE Boxes
- 40™ ANNIVERSARY
6 g3 ‘bla‘,%e"\ uskie Tough Ltp Eprrion
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Ao NASIET AR, JULY STORE HOURS
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""" Call 715-543-2776 543-2359
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Husbands and wives do battle.

Gals outfish the guys......Guys accuse guide of rigging the catch!




